Insular Manuscripts

Script in the British Isles in the Early Middle Ages
ca. 7th-9th centuries



Who got what Roman scripts?

In regions where the Roman Empire persisted through the 5th c. =
Romance-speaking regions (ltaly, Gaul, Spain), LATER ROMAN
CURSIVE, the administrative script of the Roman Empire, continued
and became the basis for the development of new scripts in the 7th c.
(We’ll come back to that in 2 weeks.)

On the Continent, high-grade books (bibles) continued to be written in
Uncial, especially in Italy, and standard Christian works in Half-Uncial.

In Ireland, Christian texts seem mostly to have come over in Half-
Uncial. There was no tradition of Later Roman Cursive. The Irish
transformed Half-Uncial into new scripts.

England was (re)converted from two directions: Ireland, which brought
its new versions of Half-Uncial, and Rome, which brought bibles in
Uncial.



Later Roman Cursive: Administrative Script of the Late Empire

Later Roman Cursive, a.k.a. New Roman Cursive

More of the same document from the previous page (Vat. pap. lat. 6, Ravenna ca. 600)
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Half-Uncial: Minuscule Script for Books, 3rd-6th c.
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received in Ireland and transformed by ca. 700 into...



...two scripts:
Insular Half-Uncial, aka Insular Majuscule Insular Minuscule
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Missionaries bring script to England

Irish bring their majuscule and minuscule scripts
based on Half-Uncial.

Roman missionaries bring Uncial manuscripts.

Both are taken up in Northumbria and practiced at a
high level.

= Next up: Look at Roman and English Uncial manuscripts =



ltaly, 6th C. UNCIAL SCRIPT Northumbria, ca. 700
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UNCIAL

Northumbria, ca. 700

INSULAR HALF-UNCIAL
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UNCIAL Northumbria, ca. 700: Codex Amiatinus

i
gl andum PRAECIPIT CTORANDG 1”‘ “’f.- <) UONIQ (JUIOCO \"~“('l-
R :1‘} UDNS PACISCITUR PRETHID PARANT = T i
d1sCIpaly pascha @y STCRIUMD TRIRENARRATIONED
CAENAE JOMINICAE celer It JAAC IN NORIS C,O(Dpl €TAE
bavirConTeNTIONem discipuloram SUNT RERUD
seIpsam LlLloRruo MINISTRUM SICAT TRAOIOERUNT NOBIS
ASTRUENS TOLLIT QuUIB’ RECN UM JUIABINITIO lpSl AIOERUUNT
PROMITTENS AIT POST aligux CTOINISTRI JUCRANT
PETRO CONFIRMA FRXIRES TUOS SERAONIS
AE LECT Qufo LIBET AISUM ST €T
, ! I MTPORE  DICI ASSECUTOAPRINCIPIOOMNIN
ANTES l o l TN TODIC i X< |DASSIONIS GESTA NARRANTUR Q1 ail JICENTER EXOROINCTIRISCRI
UCNCRABILCS AL AXTORIS , : , INTER CETERA. €TINS ARICUl s BeRe opricve-theopl ¢
PUCRO PETRUS ABSCIOERNT 1PS€e (l’l‘(‘Og‘NOSC.\S CORUM UCRI50O
MANUS SUNE TACTU RESTITUIT RAMD OC\‘(HB(\S CRUDITUS
.\'C": RUCT '1IC,CN'[ 1B UCNI\QD .\l\\'lll\‘ e €S ACRITXTCOD
JOSCENS  €TIND aNaa exla SUIND INOIERUS
TRONIB’ CRUCIEIXUM CONRITEN REGIS TUOACNE
1eo ABsolan SACERDOS QUIOAQ NOMINE
N eSAURRENISSCEU OulIeRes aNge ZACDARIAS OCUICE ABIN
LicA REUE] XEIONECOCNOSCUNT craxorilL1depilIABas AARON
STPCTRUS ASMONUMENTUMD ETNOMENECIAUS €LISABET
CURRENS ACAIOENS UOSPACTL ERANT AUTD [ASTIADBO
, i LUERNE XD MDIRATUR. ANTE O
O(‘(]()‘ll \‘ I'("(“r(lq ¥ xa AOUoB? 10esST cleopa €rsocioetus INCEOENTES INOMNIBUS
. i8S o : CAIIS NOEN TACCTUR EUNTIB? COANONTIS ETIUSTIICATION]
i i , INCASTELLU qUOO TUNC EMWMN RAS ONISING \'Ut’il‘\('.l | 5N
plC \OR\ (hl'l"l‘() (]3(‘] ' gt A8 UOCABXTUR. POST CONFABU cTNoNeRxT s ]:IIJUS CO("(\\\
2 i LinioNe® pRroLIXAMD INJRACT) esseT elsaBeT sterel s
: 3 S NG > s 8 M ONE DANIS ACNOSCITUR CTADBO PROCESSISSENT
OHCUE aNC OS(-OPTANS : & ‘ xc\:‘.“:ONLOE]UCNTIU' dscipalis A0SRy INOIERUSSUIS 1552770717
B & 1 INAHEOIO JICIT PAX OBIS CTAD ]:‘\CT(I&D EST AUTEM CUM SACCR
TANTI INTCRCAUOIN PATRIS ‘ W bac PAPNTES SPAd grpUIANIes JOTIO FUNCERETUR INORIING
3 - OSTENSIONE TIRIN SEDXNRUD | SUICISSUAC ANTEOQD
'\' C \CI 1S AODOCMOREM - [ - MANUAQD PedUD q~»4(‘,ourrm‘v:\-‘x ) SC:’(lT‘f\:l\(z)‘_r\“flo.\'ﬂl\?l‘(lOIN_(ID
; i s Y ’ ; 208 COENS CORNQY IPSIS PARLED PISCY 5 '\‘f 'Zf el gt 7
5 ~, { ASS] €T |ANQOK opeLLis aNSTRANT NH;I:-:-:lf,lx:\l-:(l‘:&l’(}!\-{u\:‘1 R\l:‘\;
gy s : £ iy ST INCRESSUS I INI
S(,(])P(.R DA B(TR(_‘I.()(:(I(T) & 3 £08 [PRIOCAISEIED |?§1|x15f1>|§.?<g‘}LT -,l.» >x|sL'u\ml ’|'|'[:1\: [\1
7 L RAD SE OICENS ASCENALT INCACL Croa - OO0 CR
: i ]popql JFORANS FORIS borx
VINCENSL - :
AppARAITAUTEOMLLL weelas
ONFSTANS XOCXTRIS ALTNRIS
INCENSI

11 CONNTTSUNT OROINN

1 CENOBIIOA O CX IODI ODCRITO

_quco aapar ccclesine

QCOICXT ALTA [1OCS

P ETRUS [ANCOBARDORUC

Wt
*

B A St =y

P

CXTREMIS OCLINIB- ABBAS




UNCIAL Northumbria, ca. 700: Codex Amiatinus detail
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UNCIAL

Northumbiria,

ca. 700

INSULAR HALF-UNCIAL
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Codex Amiatinus: a pandect, the whole bible in one volume




More typical: a Gospel book, e.g. the Lindisfarne Gospels
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Eusebian Canon Tables: a cross-referencing system
for the Gospels (Eusebius d. 339) (Carolingian MSS)
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Eusebian Canon Tables in the Garima 2 Gospels, Ethiopia ca. 500




Eusebian Canon Tables: late medieval Ethiopian, Armenian
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Evangelist Portraits — Lindisfarne Gospels




Evangelist Portraits —Garima 2 Gospels, ca 500




Evangelist Portrait (Luke)—St. Augustine Gospels, Italy, 6th c.
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Evangelist Portraits (Matthew, John),




Evangelist portrait (Matthew) and symbols—Book of Kells, ca. 800
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