The Medieval Book Week 4

The Carolingian Renaissance:
Reform of script & survival
of texts & manuscripts




Script in Continental Europe
before the Carolingian refoms
(6th-7th-early 8th c.)



Everyday scripts in Roman antiquity
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t an Curswe (a 3rd-6th centu)
This is from Ravenna ca. 600 CE.



A closer look at Later Roman Cursive




Inside the former empire, traditions of administrative writing
and, to some degree, education survived, while Latin developed
Into proto-Romance varieties.

The everyday writing of imperial Rome persisted, declined, but
ultimately spawned new experiments in script and page layout.



Bern, Burgerbibliothek, MS 611. Merovingian Patristic miscellany, eastern France, early 8th c.




i BNF lat. 8913. Fragments of a 6th-c. papyrus codex of
@ Avitus. Merovingian cursive minuscule. Note kollesis!

kollesis (join between parchment sheets)
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Bern, Burgerbibliothek, MS 611. Asper, Ars grammatica, eastern France, early 8th c.
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Bibliothek, MS Guelf 99 Weiss
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British Library MS Add. 31031. Gregory the Great, Moralia in Job. Laon, NE France, mid-8th c.




constantinopolitana
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Atlantic
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Ireland and
England:
Sophisticated
scholarship;
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Latin as a second
language
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Frankish monasteries:
Experimentation in script
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Rome: largest
number of ancient
texts by far
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End of 8th century:

Charlemagne’s
consolidation of
power allowed him
to focus on reform
of church and
Intellectual life
within his empire.

He gathered
scholars from
England, Ireland,
and Italy to lead the
effort.

Books came with
them.




Reform of script = reform of life

Charlemagne gathers advisors from England, Ireland, Spain, France, Italy

A new script, Caroline Minuscule, rationalized out of the script experiments
of the 7th-8th-c. monastic styles.

Good word spacing and other aids to reading.
Simplified inventory of forms and few ligatures.

“Hierarchy of Scripts” : use of ancient and late-antique high-grade scripts
(ancient capitals plus Uncials) for headings, subheadings, initial letters, etc.

A plain-page aesthetic.
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The women’s monastery of Chelles had been among the pre-
Carolingian experimenters in script...
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...and was an early adopter of the new script and page style.
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Cologny, Fondation
Martin Bodmer, Cod.
Bodmer 88, ca. 1000:

Works of Horace
with glosses. Here,
Odes l.1. Detail next
slide.



A Q qu& de bt/ uerreeuy aref- o o
f A ,.,,.,, Hﬁ Ct:L Sw 28! rpt €L 7‘!"1
T‘ G mdmm patriof findere ﬁ\r‘*culo menty- quodqre

f .
Lof et defchef L(u ba t Todwh u SNt

I*}‘;; ."‘./,'(:..;t'{"'T”LUTX"",'. GI“A ’“ﬂ??r %ﬁ%ll@lr wndwzonlbuf >:, Sazc‘dq‘c' .
ok ad.

Iw}wm \bort

5 muznf:r coare. AcCLPTT M vmum pdwdufndum r(‘ft,‘t" mAre ° “B.a mc!v pocty 4«
{ ‘t'dttﬂ.iurtwr,&nf 3%

.u; T":f 7"1‘f ari .
{l‘ ughmﬁ tCAr‘u{'FIuc’hbquFrtcum COTCNArT YT Uy @

et Laftoref hed
r W’rh]?w o cul 01 CYCXIOr rmwmf c'n,um & OPP!d.l e """”’ £

cre«)cm ornare T »

c
propt opu "”‘g ettt g l g‘l“d‘“ LTA fm. 11OY 7‘(’{](1{'1‘.111’1‘ PC""’" DU”"UT L
%onor‘t fede )

pa tty' u} };n an retam L{ uAffAf lndouhfp@\upmm p secma abog 86
0 Tucce !rt :
q M e ’ i - 0 ﬂ“qut ﬂCC un‘trlfpomh mAff'Cl Lo R

CITa3TT-t¢ tdtl

23y

wt‘t‘?‘ '~""v forg "’}”ﬂ’fhilf . Lirt qimm anglg \r Ltt” mbt"’cypm

Anatx 'q nf\,

Cologny, Fondation Martin Bodmer, Cod. Bodmer 88, ca. 1000: Works of Horace with glosses, detalil




The Carolingian Watershed

Almost all Classical Latin texts reach us via
Carolingian manuscripts.

If a text made it to ca. 800, it has a very good chance
of having survived to today.



Surviving Latin Surviving Latin
manuscripts manuscripts from
up to 800 CE: just the 9th century:

1577 7656

So what happened?




Carolingians Destroying Manuscripts

Carolingians also had an unfortunate habit of destroying ancient
manuscripts once they had made clean copies of them.
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Notations on 7th-century manuscripts in the 9th-century catalogue
of the library of St. Gall: “Useless. lllegible.”

SR



AN P v s SRS T
p‘@wm JUINRNe Y NON TR |
[y m@j}%{(%@%&ﬁﬁ@ﬂ |
7N ; ; F oo 8 -

; u,;,”,f,ui,p oy i Gl b o RO St. Gall, Stiftsbibliothek,

ck prid i fiie G SRt Eadd ] MS 194. Spain or
& fo)uq—c.lwimamﬂwmt‘mccf'ur?ru}f b Southern France, ca.
i u‘z)ﬁ‘z oqcz ufﬁsff-c‘f'f?r&f&uts;qu wLanfEW*f i 700.

ques pob g niyecr Jfrewn{cu pt &n gem meo ;)/13-[) e |

£hek? o ’JW)U, uts drens mf &n 81}@94,3';"0,5% A ‘U“‘t“j :

1’2» Lvm?_:h a1y pL\ 1 «r;;"’éJ euzma (219¢ ?‘P&. o e MY |

f(u’!‘Jtlﬂe'”' ‘-T) @ qnun"“ c!u t\.-‘ 10 Ctivj aia 8"“’0’:) 11?—7)«(:‘5 |

oy (}ui. fucanf Bf comeye ut e amaeesioees | “lllegible” manuscripts.

, U’L\’ 81; 0”10?7’%1‘%1)11" ;&:J q’uE*m W?}’L',:Lx C C‘$ Ju;;t Ergﬂ .. ‘
| ,.\J 111 &/rnu,gng mm{fa mémf Sy 431‘ uL,\\s il ;bfzqﬁﬁ?‘

z f P, .
A {*éﬂ gt &f“!‘e—pu{qu N:%:;{ i’c ryue; 44 cct\'/fw{, ﬁ;) muil .
: * - : : s | {j ‘¢

vy mi {8V 19 ©f prear, moyy w;wgfru aMm NI U

One of the “useless”




Which is why when
Renaissance
humanists went
looking for the
oldest Latin texts,
they almost
iInvariably found
Carolingian copies.




Spoiler: Humanists in the 15th century will and produce MSS like the one at right.
look at Carolingian MSS like the one at left...
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AppendixX:

Where do very early manuscripts end up?



Locations of
all surviving

pre-800 Latin
manuscripts.

Bigger
bubble =
more MSS.

Total: 1577
items




Locations of

all surviving
pre-600 Latin

manuscripts.

Total: 473 items




